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The beginning of the year has been a great success. We want to thank each of you for sending 
us your “best” everyday and trusting us with the great task of preparing our students for college 
and careers. 

Just a few things to remember:
● The school doors open at 7:25 a.m. each morning for student arrival. Please do not 

drop your students off before this time for their safety. Adult supervision is not outside 
until 7:25 each day.

● Please adhere to our traffic guidelines during arrival and dismissal. Make sure you pull 
all the way around the circle drive curb before dropping your student off.  Please be 
patient and wait in line rather than pulling around stopped cars. You never know when a 
little one might be crossing.  We appreciate all you do to make Pepper Ridge safe.

                                                                                                              Sincerely ~ Mrs. Fogal

 

September 3 Labor Day - No School

September 7 Walk-A-Thon Pep Rally

September 10 Family Meal Night at Portillos 4:00 - 9:00 

September 11 PTO Meeting at 6:30 pm

September 12 Late Start 8:45 am
Garden Club 2:30 pm - 3:15 pm

September 13 Boy Scout Recruitment Night at 6:30 pm

September 18 Code Red/Evacuation Drill at 9:00 am
Pepper Ridge Promise Council Meeting at 4:00 pm

September 21 Walk-A-Thon 

September 24 School Picture Retakes

September 26 Late Start 8:45
Garden Club 2:30 pm - 3:15 pm

September 27 Vision and Hearing Screening at Pepper Ridge 

September 28 Fire Drill at 10:00 am

On September 18th our 
Pepper Ridge Pumas 
will be practicing an 

evacuation drill to the 
Double Tree off of 
South Veteran’s 

Parkway.  Students 
and staff will be 

transported by school 
bus to our off campus 
site. We will practice 
getting everyone out 
of the building safely, 

quickly and efficiently. 
 

  

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS

School Picture 
Retakes are 

September 24th!  

FOOD MOBILE

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th at Normal West High School there will

be a Foodmobile distribution serving residents of McLean County.  The 

hours are 10:00 -11:30am in the NCWHS Cafeteria.  Each family leaves with 

between 3-5 days of food including fresh milk and produce. Please visit Unit5.org for 

more information. 



What is the earliest time I can drop off my child at school?
Students will be allowed into the building at 7:25. There is no 
adult supervision at our doors prior to 7:25. 

Can I reserve the outside playground area?
We treat this area as a public park, asking coaches and 
parents to work together and cooperate with usage.

When will the Pepper Ridge office utilize group e-mail and/or 
school reach messages for parent communication?
We are always concerned that too much use of such 
communication tools will lessen the attention given to the 
most important messages.  To this philosophy, we will 
continue to send messages from our office considered to be 
of greater importance.  Classroom teachers and our PTO will 
continue to send a greater number of messages dealing with 
day to day information, reminders etc.

Why are the doors locked?  
The doors are locked at all times for the safety of all staff and 
students. We ask that all visitors and volunteers ring the   
buzzer and then proceed directly to the office to sign in. We 
also ask all visitors and volunteers to wear their 
district-approved volunteer badges
 

All schools in Unit 5 have implemented a positive behavior 
support system known as PBIS.  PBIS is a proactive 
comprehensive, systematic and individualized continuum of 
support designed to provide opportunities to all students, 
including students with disabilities, for achieving social and 
learning success, while preventing problem behaviors.

Students receive Puma Paws for following Pepper Ridge 
Expectations: Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible.  

Puma Paws are given whenever a student is seen following 
our school wide expectation.  Puma Paws can be given by 
all staff members.  

Students can use their Puma Paws to purchase items such 
as pencils, erasers, popcorn, lunch with teachers and many 
more exciting items!  

***ATTENTION STATE FARM***  
PARENTS

Do you volunteer at least 40 hours in a year at Pepper 
Ridge School and work at State Farm?  
If so, you can earn our 
school 500!  Volunteering 
Includes helping at our 
Walk A Thon, Family Game 
Night, volunteering in the              
classroom or even taking things home to work on for your 
child’s classroom teacher.
Visit the below link for more details. 

https://www.unit5.org/Page/4519
 

PBIS

October 1 MAP Testing for Kindergarten

October 2 PTO Meeting at 6:30 

October 8 Columbus Day - No School 

October 
8-12

Fire Prevention Week

October 9 Teacher Institute - No School for Students

October 10  Garden Club 2:30 - 3:15

October 
15-19

Scholastic Book Fair in IMC

October 17 Late Start - School Begins at 8:45
Earthquake Drill 10:00 am

October 18 Family Game Night at 6:30

October 19 Parent/Teacher Conferences - No School 

October 23 5th Grade Band Concert 

October 24 Garden Club at 2:30 - 3:15

October 27 Holiday Craft & Vendor Show 9:00 - 2:00

October 31 Fall Parties

LOOKING AHEAD

HOW CAN I HELP?

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Pepper Ridge Elementary Collects Box Tops
What do Box Tops and Labels for Education do for us?  
Each Box Top turned into a teacher at Pepper Ridge is 
worth $.10 for our school, paid to Pepper Ridge PTO.  In 
addition to this contest, you can also help raise money for 
Pepper Ridge by visiting www.boxtops4education.com. The 
Labels for Education let’s Pepper bank points that can be 
used by the school to purchase education resources and 
playground equipment.  Your child can deliver box tops and 
labels in separate baggies or envelopes with their room 
code clearly marked to their teacher.
 

https://www.unit5.org/Page/4519
http://www.boxtops4education.com


What it Means to be Your School Nurse

Welcome to another school year! In case you are a new family or we have not yet met, I’d like to tell you a little bit
about what I do as your school nurse! 

Nurses are a unique group of professionals whose primary role is to care for and teach our patients in whatever setting we are in.  I am a Clinical 
Nurse Specialist Master’s prepared RN with a specialty in Pediatrics and School Nursing allowing me to also hold a teaching certificate (Certified 
School Nurse or CSN).  This background equips me to have the knowledge and skills necessary to care for your child in the school setting and also 
to design teaching plans to educate your child on a variety of health-related topics.  Teaching your child in the classroom about healthy eating 
and being active every day, the importance of proper hand washing, and ways to decrease stress and boost mental health are my favorite part 
of my job!

Did you know that 20-30% of school-aged children have a chronic illness?  A big part of my job is to make sure there is a plan in place to address 
any health concerns your child may have while at school.  Educating our wonderful staff about these health concerns and how to handle them is 
another important role I have.  The CSN also attends Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) meetings and advises the team on health-related 
concerns as they influence your child’s education.
 
In short, the CSN is uniquely able to connect education with health and safety, helping our school to achieve the goal of educating each student 
to achieve personal excellence!  Because we all know that: HEALTHY CHILDREN LEARN BETTER!
Please see the following page of information of the differences between a cold and allergies.  With the season coming up shortly, this is very helpful 
to know! Please stop by or call my office any time! Hope you have a great year!

Jane Tucker, MSN, RN
National & Illinois Certified School Nurse

 
                                Differences between 
                                 Colds and Allergies

NEWS PAGE FROM OUR NURSE

Pepper Ridge Vision and Hearing Screening will be done on Thursday, 
September 27th. If your child fails this screening they will be rescreened 
again in two weeks. If they fail the second test you will receive and 
referral letter in the mail. If you need assistance in finding someone to 
see please let the school nurse, Jane Tucker, know at 309-557-4684.

Characteristic Cold Allergy

How Long It Lasts 3-14 days Days to months -- as long as you're in contact 
with the allergy trigger and a short time after

When It Happens Most often in the winter, but possible at any 
time

Any time of the year -- although the appearance 
of some allergy triggers is seasonal

When It Starts Symptoms take a few days to appear after 
infection with the virus

Symptoms can begin immediately after contact 
with allergy triggers

Symptom Cold Allergy

Cough Often Sometimes

Aches Sometimes Never

Fatigue Sometimes Sometimes

Fever Rarely Never

Itchy, watery eyes Rarely Often

Sore throat Often Sometimes

Runny or stuffy nose Often Often

https://www.webmd.com/allergies/video/truth-about-allergies
https://www.webmd.com/women/guide/why-so-tired-10-causes-fatigue
https://www.webmd.com/eye-health/picture-of-the-eyes
https://www.webmd.com/cold-and-flu/understanding-sore-throat-basics



